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January 1, 2023 

Greetings, 

Camp del Corazon will be holding its Annual Gala del Sol on Saturday April 1, 2023 at the Skirball Center’s 
Herscher Hall. This black tie dinner will also feature an amazing silent and live auction. We are so excited to be 
honoring Dr. Josephine Isabel-Jones and Chris & Cindy Waller of the GymJam Foundation. Our dear friend Tom 
Arnold will be returning as host.  

All proceeds from the evening go directly to Camp del Corazon, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that 
provides year-round experiential opportunities for children faced with the challenges of growing up and 
living with heart disease. We provide a residential summer camp experience for children ages 7-17 as well as 
programs that offer opportunities for growth, education and support for children, young adults and families who 
are living with heart disease.  

In 2023 Camp del Corazon hopes to bring more than 300 deserving campers with CHD to Catalina Island and 
serve more than 600 children and families through our various year-round programs.  

We hope that you will be able to contribute to this worthwhile cause. As a grassroots organization, your 
contributions make a world of difference in the lives of these very special children.  

Thank you in advance for your consideration and please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions. Should 
you want to learn more about our organization, please feel free to visit our website at www.campdelcorazon.org.  

Sincerely, 

Chrissie Endler 
Executive Director 
Camp del Corazon 
818-754-0312
chrissie@campdelcorazon.org

Our federal tax identification number is 95-4599670. This organization is a 501(c)(3) tax exempt organization. 
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Mission 
Camp del Corazon is a non-profit organization that provides year-round opportunities for children faced with the challenges of growing up 
and living with heart disease.  Our central program is a free-of-charge, medically supervised, experiential summer camp for children who 
are otherwise not eligible for a camping experience.  To these children, our camp offers opportunities to finally be ‘normal’; to forget their 
ailments and to connect with others who have had similar experiences and have similar scars.  Since 1995 we have held camp on Catalina 
Island, 22 miles off the California coastline, serving more than 350 children each summer.  
 

More than 40% of our campers are low-income in addition to living with heart disease. We focus the majority of our services on 
children from Southern California, but we are proud to serve children from around the country and have even brought children from as far 
as Canada and Australia to benefit from our program. Because resources for these children are so scarce, we often see children and 
families willing to make long treks just for this opportunity. 
 
History 
Camp del Corazon (Camp of the Heart) was inspired by a patient of our co-founder and Medical Director Dr. Kevin Shannon. Even though 
the young man had undergone an operation that dramatically improved the function of his heart, he was still suffering from emotional pain. 
He was back in school, back in little league baseball, even trying in-line skating for the first time, but he was so embarrassed by his scars 
that he wouldn’t remove his shirt to be examined by the doctor. 
 

Dr. Shannon felt that if his patient could spend time with other kids who’d had heart surgery, he’d be less self-conscious. He located a 
camp in Louisiana for kids with heart disease, but the young man’s mother just couldn’t bear to send him so far away. When Dr. Shannon 
discussed the situation with Lisa Knight, R.N., her solution was simple: “We can do that.” And so they did. They set about fund-raising to 
ensure that the medically-supervised summer camp would be free for children ages 7-17 who had heart disease. When Camp del Corazon 
began in 1995, 49 campers spent three days on beautiful Catalina Island off the coast of Southern California. Over the years, the camp has 
grown to three five-day sessions with more than 300 campers annually. Programs include a free-of-charge residential summer camp, 
leadership retreats and family weekend programs custom designed to enrich the lives of their unique population. 
 

In the last 28 years, we have served over 7,000 children with congenital heart disease with the help of thousands of volunteers. 
Our generous friends and community have donated over $12 million dollars since 1995 to make this mission a reality. 
 
About Camp del Corazon’s Programs 
There is no charge to those who attend our camp sessions, as the families affected by this disease already incur incredible financial 
burdens from medical bills.  The children served by Camp del Corazon are not typically eligible for other camps due to the fact that they 
require round-the-clock medical supervision and care.  Many of our campers have had several open-heart surgeries, heart 
transplants, devices such as pacemakers, and often face several more surgeries in their futures.  For most, this is the only 
experience away from home, as they are often too sick to go on vacations or to even stay overnight at a friend’s house.  Parents of children 
with heart conditions are often fearful that activities enjoyed by ‘normal’ kids could be harmful.  There are very few camps with the 
resources or medically trained staff to provide for these special needs children, or a safe environment that their parents would trust.   
 

With the exception of a part-time office staff, Camp del Corazon is staffed completely by volunteer counselors, nurses, and 
physicians – including some of the country’s top pediatric cardiologists - who give of their hearts to help these special kids. Many of 
our volunteers were Camp del Corazon campers themselves or suffered through heart disease, surgeries and ailments as children. These 
counselors, in particular, have a great impact on our young campers – showing them that there is a light at the end of the tunnel. Moreover, 
while each session has more than 100 campers, there are also 2-3 doctors on site, approximately 20 nurses and roughly 45 other adult 
counselors on site.  
 
In addition to our resident camp experience, we also hold an annual educational symposium for children and families affected by congenital 
heart disease, as well as a retreat and mentorship program for young adults with CHD transitioning into adulthood. In all, Camp del 
Corazon serves more than 600 children and families each year.  
 

Gala del Sol April 1, 2023 
Since its inception, the Gala del Sol has raised over $5 million to send deserving 
children to this once in a lifetime experience. We have honored friends like Tom Arnold, 
Sylvester Stallone, Dr. Roberta Williams, Dr. Vaughn Starnes, Dr. Michael Silka, Wendy 
Compton, Dr. Jamil Aboulhosn, Daviana Hogan (in Memoriam), Martin Singer, Joel 
McHale, Dr. Daniel Levi, Carl Schuster, Dr. David Ferry, Dr. Frederic Leong, Dr. Brian 
Reemsten, Joe Sachs, Mike Paseornek, Larry King, Dr. Mark Plunkett, Dr. Timothy 
Casarez, Michael Suby, Margaret Scalamandre, Dr. Joseph Ahdoot, Dr. Hillel Laks, and 
our late co-founder Lisa Knight, RN.  

 
This year, the Gala del Sol is proud to honor Dr. Josephine Isabel-Jones and Chris & Cindy Waller of the 

GymJam Foundation. We are also excited to be celebrating at a new venue – The Skirball Center’s Herscher 
Hall! Our dear friend Tom Arnold is returning as host. 100% of proceeds will benefit Camp del Corazon. 



 
 
 

 

 

Honorees 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dr. Josephine Isabel-Jones 
When Dr. Josephine Isabel-Jones completed her residency at UCLA in 1969, she became the first board-certified 
African-American woman in pediatric cardiology in the United States. Yet, her legacy had only just begun. Her 
incredible life and career grew from activist roots in Memphis at an early age. She was encouraged to “dare to do 
things differently” by parents who were themselves groundbreakers in the segregated South.  
 
“Dr. Jo” went on to dedicate decades of service in the catheterization and echocardiography labs at UCLA, 
provided her expertise to underserved cardiac clinics and patients in South Los Angeles, and volunteered for 
international medical missions. She also served as Assistant Dean of Student Affairs at the David Geffen School 
of Medicine at UCLA, where she worked tirelessly to develop a more diverse medical school and equitable 
admissions process.  
  
We are lucky to know Dr. Jo as a Camp del Corazon doctor and friend. She has been a mentor to many 
cardiologists who followed in her prestigious footsteps, and countless children owe their health and Camp 
experience to her. Her example will continue to inspire many generations of young men and women. Camp del 
Corazon is delighted to honor Dr. Josephine Isabel-Jones, a truly historical figure, activist, and renowned 
pediatric cardiologist.  

 
 

  
 
 
 
 

Chris & Cindy Waller & GymJam Foundation 
At the age of 15, at a routine checkup, Chris was told he needed open heart surgery. Against all odds, Chris 
went on to compete in the 1992 Olympic Games in gymnastics. Over the next two decades, even though Chris’ 
heart disease would require 3 additional heart surgeries, he coached the UCLA Gymnastics team to 4 NCAA 
championships, coached an Olympic silver medalist, and with his wife, Cindy, founded the gymnastics school, 
Wallers’ GymJam Academy. 
  
Cindy Waller has been involved in gymnastics since 1978 as a competitive athlete, coach, motivator, and camp 
and club Owner/Director. In addition, as the Event Director for Chris Waller’s Heart of a Champion 
Invitational since 2007, Cindy helped build this annual gymnastics competition into one of the nation’s premier 
competitions, hosting thousands of athletes from across the country. Proceeds from the Heart of a Champion 
competition are donated to Camp del Corazon. 
  
Together, the Wallers have visited Camp del Corazon and our Happy Heart Festival to share their inspiring 
story with our campers and staff. The GymJam Foundation and the Wallers have donated a combined total of 
more than $65,000 to Camp del Corazon. We are thrilled to honor their incredible work with young athletes 
and the difference they’ve made in the lives of Camp del Corazon families. 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Presenting Sponsor $50,000 

Four tables of 10 with VIP seating 
Recognition as Presenting Sponsor on Invitation, virtual program book cover, and Gala logo 

Camp Cabin Dedication 
Virtual Program Book ad of your choice 

Recognition on camp website and virtual program book, special recognition at event 

  
Xena Sponsor $25,000 
Three Tables of 10 with prime seating location 

Camp Cabin Dedication 
Virtual Program Book ad of your choice 

Recognition on camp website and virtual program book, recognition at event 

 
Cabin Sponsor $10,000 

 Two Tables of 10 with priority seating  
Camp Cabin Dedication 

Virtual Program Book ad of your choice 
Recognition on camp website and virtual program book, recognition at event 

 
Amigo Sponsor $5,000 

One Table of 10 
Virtual Program Book ad of your choice 

Recognition on camp website and virtual program book, recognition at event 

 
Table Sponsor $3,000 

One Table of 10 
Virtual Program Book ad 

Recognition on camp website and virtual program book, recognition at event 

 
Individual Ticket $300 

Current volunteer tickets $250/each 

 



___  Presenting Sponsor (40 seats) - $50,000 ___  Xena Sponsor (30 seats) - $25,000

___  Cabin Sponsor (20 seats) - $10,000 ___  Amigo Sponsor (10 seats) - $5,000

___  Table Sponsor (10 seats) - $3,000 ___  Individual Ticket - $300/ea

                □ 15-Second Video Ad - $500     □ Tribute Line - $50

Donor/Company Name

Address

City State, ZIP                    

Phone Email

Credit Card #                                 Exp. Date

Please make checks payable to: Camp del Corazon
All payments can also be made on our website 11615 Hesby Street, N. Hollywood, CA 91601

Please list # of each meal type:     _______Vegetarian          _______Vegan/Gluten-Free          _______Beef Short-Rib

□  I would like the above sponsorship but I do not require tickets. All recognition included, 100% tax-deductible

SPONSORSHIP ORDER FORM

www.campdelcorazon.org

□ I cannot attend but would like to support Camp del Corazon with a donation of: _____________

$100          $250          $500          $750          $1,000          $1,500          $2,000          $2,500          Other

Circle One:      Check Enclosed                                                  Bill Me                                                  Charge my CC

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS

VIRTUAL PROGRAM BOOK

SPECS: Color, full resolution, SQUARE. Please have art and/or tribute language submitted by March 24 to gala@campdelcorazon.org

PAYMENTS

Camp del Corazon is a 501(c)3 organization, ID# 95-4599670. Questions please contact gala@campdelcorazon.org

TOTAL to charge or pledged from all items above: ____________________

□ Virtual Ad - $250

□ Current Volunteer Individual Ticket - $250/ea 

Please email your guest names to gala@campdelcorazon.org with meal selections



Questions? Contact Heather Ryan at auction@campdelcorazon.org or 262.389.0006 

 
 
 

 

Donated Auction Item Ideas 
 

 
GETAWAYS 

Vacation Packages (ie. Vegas Hotel/Flight/Spa), Hotel and Airbnb Stays, Cruises, Airline Tickets 
 

ENTERTAINMENT 
Memorabilia/Autographed Items, Movie or Music Packages, Tickets to Shows or Concerts, 

Set Tours, TV/Movie Walk-on Roles, Celebrity Meet and Greet 
 

SERVICES 
Restaurant Certificates, Country Club Visits, Experiences (ie. Helicopter Rides, Fire Station Tours, Music 

Lessons, Museum Tickets) 
 

SPORTS 
Tickets to Sports Games, Memorabilia, Rounds of Golf, Sports Equipment 

 
HEALTH & BEAUTY 

Spa or Massage Packages, Fitness Packages, Gym Memberships, Workout Gear and Equipment, Health 
Coaching, Beauty Treatments, Salon Gift Certificates, Makeup, Perfume 

 
JEWELRY 

Costume Jewelry, Fine Jewelry, Watches, Tie Tacks, Vintage Items 
 

UNIQUE 
Clothing, Accessories (ie. Purses, Sunglasses), One-of-a-Kind Items, Technology (ie. Apple Watch iPad, 

AirTag, Bluetooth Speaker), Small Home Appliances, Home/Outdoor Furnishings 
 

WINE 
Wine, Champagne, Liquor, Tastings, Wine Accessories (ie. Glasses, Decanters) 

 
ART 

Paintings, Photography, Sculptures, Custom Art Pieces 
  

CHILDREN 
Toys, Games, Bikes/Hoverboards, Experiences (ie. Disneyland or Universal Studios tix), 

Baby Items, Children’s Parties 

 
We can use almost any new item and bundle it with something else as a package! 

You can also donate from our Amazon Wishlist and it ships to us!: shorturl.at/aexOV or scan this QR code: 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

IN-KIND DONATION FORM 
 
DONOR INFORMATION 

DATE  

DONOR NAME  

COMPANY NAME (IF APPLICABLE)  

MAILING ADDRESS  

PHONE  

EMAIL  

 
DONATION INFORMATION 

DESCRIPTION OF DONATED ITEMS (PLEASE INCLUDE ALL PERTINENT INFORMATION): 

 

 
ITEM RESTRICTIONS (INCLUDING # OF PERSONS, EXPIRATION/EXCLUDED DATES, AGE RESTRICTIONS, GEOGRAPHICAL LIMITATIONS, ETC): 

 

 

ロ CERTIFICATE PROVIDED  ロ PHYSICAL ITEM TO BE RECEIVED ロ ITEM ENCLOSED 
 

FAIR MARKET VALUE (COMPLETED BY DONOR) $______________________ 
 

Solicited by: __________________     Solicitor’s Phone: _________________ 
 

Please send donations to: 
Camp del Corazon, 11615 Hesby Street, North Hollywood, CA 91601 

 
Camp del Corazon is a 501(c)(3) organization, ID# 95-4599670 

Questions? Please email us at auction@campdelcorazon.org or call us at 818-754-0312. 
www.campdelcorazon.org 
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